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of Communism was developing within the Socialist Party, and
the Radicals feared close co-operation with the Socialists. The
elections gave a large majority to the Bloc National, including
most parties to the right of the Socialists, of which the common
motives were fear of Communism after the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion of 1917 and severity towards Germany. The elections of
1924 gave a similarly sweeping majority to the Cartel des Gauches,
because by then the party organization of the Left was the
better. Experience seemed to show that the existing arrange-
ment might group parties for elections but not for the forming
of governments. Its complexity made it unpopular, and after
several tinkerings it was swept away with scrutin de liste in 1927.*
Even the procedure of voting was questioned and recon-
sidered from time to time. It was 1913 before really secret
ballot was ensured. Only after the law of that year could the
voter retire into a cubicle to place his paper in an envelope.
This change had been repeatedly blocked by the Senate. The
system of second ballot, to which French democracy remained
remarkably faithful, was nearly abolished in 1932 by the par-
ties of the Right. It enabled the formation of electoral Cartels',
whereby groups could bargain beforehand to support at the
second ballot whichever was the more successful at the first, in
order to preclude their common rivals. The Radicals and
Socialists frequently used this device: but since the bargain
was again limited to electioneering and did not involve mutual
support later inside parliament it was argued that it helped to
produce a hiatus between the wishes of the electors and the
party manoeuvres in parliament. But where so many small
1 For further details of the debates on proportional representa-
tion, see E. Lavisse: op. cit.s Vol. VIII, pp. 269-71, 275-84; A.
fismein: op. cit, Vol. II, pp. 330-52, For the text of the Law of
12 July 19195 establishing proportional representation, see Duguit,
Monnier and Bonnard, op. cit: pp. 368-71. It was modified by the
Laws of 15 March 1924 (ibid., p. 380), and of 8 April 1924 (ibid,
P- 383)* and was repealed by the Law of 21 July 1927 (ibid., pp.
386-9). A form of proportional representation was adopted for the
first general elections after liberation—the elections to the National
Constituent Assembly in October 1945.

